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Cora Burnett is a research 
professor at the University 
of Johannesburg and holds a 
doctorate in Human 
Movement Studies and one 
in Social Anthropology. She 
has published extensively in 
the field of the sociology of 
sport and sustainable 
development - about 100 
research articles, 47 reports 
and several books, as well as 
delivered more than 20 
keynote addresses. A recent 
book has been the southern 
African version of Sport in 
Society as co-author with Jay 
Coakley. Over the years she 
conducted research funded 
by the IOC, Commonwealth 
Games Federation, European 
Union, the Australian Sports Commission, and CSI research projects such as the 
Sport for Social Change Network (SSCN) in several African countries. In 2004, 
she did the national research for Sport and Recreation South Africa (Ministry of 
Sport) on the The status of Women and girls in sport and recreation sectors in 
South Africa as a decade of reflection after the new democratic dispensation. 
In 2006 and 2008 she co-led two other national impact assessments on 
Siyadlala and the School Mass Participation Project, with one on the SA public 
universities to follow in 2010. She is currently leading a national research 
project on the status of Physical Education in SA public schools with UNICEF as 
funding agency. She is the Director of the UJ Olympic Studies Centre and 
involved in multiple ‘impact assessment’ projects funded by UNICEF and other 
international donors within the field of ‘international development’. She is also 
the Vice-President of the International Sociology of Sport Association.  
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